
                  AUGUST 2022 NEWSLETTER  

FROM THE DESK OF REV EVER V. MUDAMBANUKI 

PRAYING FOR PROTECTION FOR OUR SCHOOL YEAR  

                                       Psalm 91 

                           New International Version 

            1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

        will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 

           2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my  

                         Fortress my God, in whom I trust.” 

3 Surely he will save you 

    from the fowler’s snare 

    and from the deadly pestilence. 

4 He will cover you with his feathers, 

    and under his wings you will find refuge; 

    his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 

5 You will not fear the terror of night, 

    nor the arrow that flies by day, 

6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, 

    nor the plague that destroys at midday. 

7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

ten thousand at your right hand, 

    but it will not come near you. 

8 You will only observe with your eyes 

    and see the punishment of the wicked. 
9 If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,” 

    and you make the Most High your dwelling, 
10 no harm will overtake you, 

    no disaster will come near your tent. 

11 For he will command his angels concerning you 

    to guard you in all your ways; 

12 they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 
13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; 

    you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 
14 “Because he[b] loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; 

    I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 

15 He will call on me, and I will answer him; 

    I will be with him in trouble, 

 I will deliver him and honor him. 

16 With long life I will satisfy him 

    and show him my salvation.” 

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2091&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15410b
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  Welcome to the month of August. Summer is drifting away slowly, and its goodbyes are waving at 

us. I hope we all had a good time with our families, friends, and neighbors, The excitement of being 

together in traveling, fishing, family camping, and enjoyment of summer can be very breathtaking.  

We have entered the month of the beginning of the school year. The back-to-school signs are everywhere. 

It is time to learn and intake knowledge for the benefit of the future.  This month, we are dedicating our 

schools, children, teachers, all professionals, school boards, colleges, and universities to God. This is our 

spiritual covering for divine protection upon our new school year. Divine defense remains a necessity upon 

our children and staff because of the evil which is prevalent in our society. In our Lord’s Prayer, we utter 

these words in lamentation, “And do not bring us to the time of trial but rescue us from the evil 

one.” (Matthew 6:13) 

  Evil has been building up in our nation through the gun violence within schools, communities, and 

various parts of our society.  Reading and praying through Psalm 91 daily can help us to invoke God’s 

presence during the school year. Psalm 91 is classified as “Assurance of God’s protection.” We are a  

nation, “Under God.” Whatever troubles we face in this school year, God is our refuge all round.  Listen 

to the psalmist conviction when he says, “You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in 

the shadow of the Almighty will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”  

The word dwell used in this verse means, us taking permanent residence in God. In God, we live, move, 

and have our being. Here the psalmist reminds us that God has our schools, families, cities, and nation  

under the shelter of the Most High. Shadows are place of protection or covering they provide relief from 

the arrows, heat, and severe attacks of the evil one. Shading under God’s protection means we are surely 

secure under God’s wings and feathers.  

  We pray surrendering our schools to God.  We decree and declare God’s power, guidance, and  

ruling over the entire school year. In the classrooms, sports fields, at the bus stops, and during the drop-off 

and pickup hours we pray for security within the schools and university walls, and parking lots.  We pray 

for resources to secure our schools within our various districts and counties. We pray against trauma,  

victimization, bullying, and gun violence. Let peace reign in people’s hearts during the school year. Let the 

wicked mindset of the evil one be defeated.  We pray for love, unity, hard-work and civility during  

learning and teaching, administration, and keeping up of our schools. We decree victory all year round.  

God is our refuge and strength in the college campus, universities, and dorms, God will surely watch the 

coming in and going out of our sons and daughters. 

  A reminder for us, especially as we pray through this psalm, that we never walk alone. The full heat 

of trouble is bearing down hard and heavy, we stand strong in prayer encouraging our children to focus 

ahead. We encourage our teachers and all professionals to solider on with their wonderful giftings,  

wisdom, knowledge, love, and support they give to our children through the entire school year. We pray 

for successes and great accomplishments for our students, parents, and staff.  
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  Just you know more, the entire Psalm 91 is filled with goodness, God’s promises, and power of God. 

Great reminders that God is faithful and works on behalf of those who love him. At the end of it all,  God 

gives 8 reasons of why we do not have to fear. He promises us through a special covenanting at the end of 

Psalm 91saying, “Because they love me, says the Lord, “I will rescue them; I will protect them, for they 

acknowledge my name. When they call on me, and I will answer them, I will be with them in trouble, I 

will deliver them and honor them. With long life I will satisfy them and show them my salvation.” 

As we pray for our 2022-2023 school year let’s recite God’s promises daily for our children,  

      grandchildren, and school professionals knowing that: 

God will rescue our children, and teachers --- deliver, cause to escape. 

God will protect --- set them on high above the evil one and his wiles. 

God will answer ---- God will respond to all our daily prayers regarding this school year. 

God will be with them in trouble… (in all afflictions, in distress) 

God will deliver them… (rescue, to bring into safety) 

God will honor them … (to make rich, strong, heavy with honor) 

With long life, God will satisfy them … (to have abundance in the school year’s journey.) 

And show them my salvation … (God wants us to experience his deliverance and victory within the 

school year.)  

 

      Daily Prayer of Reflection 

Dear God, we thank you for being a refuge within our school year. Watch over the affairs of our fami-

lies, school administrators, students, communities, teachers, and all professionals. Your words 

bring such hope and comfort. Remind us of your strength today. May we see glimpse of your glory 

and blessing along the way as we seek after you. For victory and salvation are found in you alone. 

In the Mighty Name of Jesus, Amen.  

 

 

The Wednesday Midweek meditation has been changed 
to 3:00 p.m. and is still being 
livestreamed on Facebook.  

Like us at:  
Nebraskacityfirstunitedmethodistchurchfacebook 

 

Come and renew your spirit with us! 



                                     
NEBRASKA CITY UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

HAPPENINGS – August 2022 
SCHEDULE: 
 
Mary-Martha Circle – Tuesday, August 2, 2022, 11:15 a.m.  No-host 
lunch at Valentino’s  
Esther Circle – Thursday, August 4, 2022, 11:30 a.m.  No host lunch at El Portal 
 
MISSION EMPHASIS: 
School Supplies for Town Drive: 
 
In July two large bags filled with school supplies, donated by the generous members of our 
congregation, were delivered to a community-wide collection site hosted by the First Lutheran 
church. These back-to-school supplies will be given to Nebraska City students who will be  
returning to school in just a few short weeks. Thanks to everyone who contributed to the  
community-wide school-supplies drive. 
 
August - Peanut butter and Jelly 
 
For the past few years peanut butter and jelly has been collected for the Food Pantry as our  
Mission Emphasis Project in August. This year collecting peanut butter and jelly will begin August 
1st. You can never have too much peanut butter and jelly on hand. Thank you for supporting the 
Food Pantry. It is very important to our community. 
 
Guest Day: 
 
After a two-year hiatus, due to COVID-19, Nebraska City United Women in Faith had the  
opportunity to celebrate Guest Day last week. It was a great day. Our members contributed  
delicious sandwiches and salads. Our speaker was Sally DuBois. Sally shared ideas and  
suggestions with us regarding preventing and minimizing food waste. Her message was excellent 
and we all learned a lot! Thanks to Sally and the Nebraska City United Women in Faith for a fun 
and educational afternoon. 
 
OPPORTUNITIES 4 MISSION: 
 
Nebraska City United Women in Faith have been busy this summer serving the church and the 
community by collecting supplies for the church kitchen, serving a Friday evening meal to the  
Vacation Bible School students and their parents and making sandwiches to serve to the  
Bloodmobile donors and volunteers. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD: 
 
It’s time to clean out the cupboards, closets, attics, basements and garages! The Nebraska City 
United Women in Faith will host a Fall Rummage Sale on October 6th through 8th. In addition to 
requesting donations for the rummage sale, we will be requesting help to set up, organize and  
reorganize throughout the three days. We will appreciate your donations and help for this very  
important fundraising project. 
 
Christmas Bazaar is scheduled for December 3, 2022.  SAVE THE DATE! 
 
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and  
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. James 1:27 
 
Kathy Habben 
NEBRASKA City Women United in Faith, President 



Midwest Mission Distribution Center Mission Team 2022 
 

Our church sent 13 to the MMDC in May 2022.  Even though we had members 
from other churches we basically were from our church.  This was a trip that had 
many surprises. We knew we would be sharing the housing with another team but 
were very pleased and humbled to be joined with such a delightful group of  
Christians. There were 10 of them so we had a full house.  Everyone worked hard 
and much was completed.  A whole pallet of school desks was completed.  At least 
4 pallets of personal dignity kits were completed.  We counted and counted, 
brushed and brushed and even rode bicycles.  We were truly God’s hands working 
to help our neighbors around the world and around the corner. Listening to Chantel, 
Brad, Barb, and Ramon tell their stories how the Lord provides was truly inspiring. 
You too can join these inspirational hard working teams.  Thanks to your support 
we were able to register for June 11-17, 2023 and June 16-22, 2024. Mark your  
calendars!  We want you! You will be glad you did. 

NEWS AND NOTES 
Oliver Schiber, longtime member of Nebraska City FUMC was born to Oliver A. and Minnie M. 
(Rieke) Schiber in Union, Nebraska. Ollie and his sister, Imogene, grew up near Union, where Ollie 
helped his dad on the family farm. Ollie was a proud graduate  of Plattsmouth High School. Ollie 
worked in construction before enlisting in the United States Marines, where he was stationed at 
Twentynine Palms in California's Mojave Desert. After returning home from the Marines, Ollie 
worked on numerous tow boats, where he helped move barges on the Missouri, Mississippi, Illinois, 
and Chicago Rivers. Also in the 1960s, Ollie worked  as a groomer for thoroughbreds at horse 
tracks in Nebraska and other states. In the early 1970s,   Ollie helped build the Cooper Nuclear  

Station in Brownville, Nebraska. In those years, two things happened which would shape the rest of his life. First, 
he met and married Lucille Hauptman, which was the     beginning of a marriage would last 48 years. Second, he 
and Lucille purchased the Emaculate Touch Company, a janitorial business with clientele in and around Nebraska 
City. Ollie died peacefully at home after six years in care facilities. He is survived by his wife, Lucille; his brother-
in-law, Kenneth Hauptman; and his sisters-in-law, JoAnn (Robert) Barry and Barbara Jordan. He will be fondly 
missed by many nieces, nephews, grandnieces and grandnephews, and by countless friends.  
  
[Excerpts taken from: https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/fremonttribune/name/oliver-schiber-obituary?id=35916327] 

Drop in to enjoy dessert (or supper first) and study the WORD with 
Rick Warren's DVD   
 

Developing a Faith That Works continues on alternate Wednesdays at 6:30 PM in 
Gage Hall, 
 
Session Four: How to Be Blessed by the Bible.  August 10, 2022 
Session Five: How to Treat People Right            August 24 2022  
 (after Wednesday Night Supper) 
Session Six:    How to Have Real Faith               September 14, 2022 



 

 
 
 
 

 
Threads are taking a summer break and will resume  

in the fall. Watch the bulletins and newsletters for start up 
dates and times. Keep on sewing….!  

Which of the following was a physician? 
   A. Matthew 
    B.  Mark 
    C.  Luke 
    D.  John 
     

 

Have you purchased your school supplies for your Operation Christmas Child shoebox in  
November?  If not, now is a good time because school supplies are on sale.  These school supplies 
are great additions to Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes:  crayons, coloring books, pencils and 
pens, pencil sharpeners, glue sticks, scissors, glitter, post-it-notes, highlighters, magic markers, small 

note books, chalk, watercolor paint sets, metric  
rulers, and story books. If you need more  
information about Operation Christmas Child, you 
may contact Mary Stevenson, the chairman, at  
402-873-6586. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explanation: Luke was known as 'the beloved physician.' 
Reference: Colossians 4:14  

The next  
Wednesday night 

supper is  
august 24   

Whoooooooosh 
The deadline for the September Flame Newsletter is August 23, 2022.  If  you are currently getting a  
paper copy of the newsletter and wish to receive your newsletter via  e-mail, or if you are not receiving 
a paper copy and would like to, please call the church office at 402-873-3821. 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Colossians-4-14/


A SIMPLE WAY TO CONTRIBUTE 
Thinking about a church contribution of grain in lieu of cash?  All you need to provide to your local 
grain storage facility is the name and mailing address of the church you wish to contribute to and the 
dollar amount or number of bushels you wish to contribute.  Contact your local grain storage facility  
for details.  

Daily Devotions 
Join the Great Plains United Methodists as we read scripture,  
reflect on its relevance to our modern lives and pray for a rotation of conference clergy, staff and  
delegates to our general and jurisdictional   conferences in our daily devotional emails. You will also find 
links to the Upper Room devotional guide, prayer requests shared through our website and the opportuni-
ty to submit your own prayer request.  Read, pray, and meditate with us. 
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/dailydevotions  

*Fall Bible Study 
Have you ever tried to read the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation?  Many have tried and failed. Yet, 
studying the Bible is essential to becoming a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. A new “fast track” adaptation of the origi-
nal  
Disciple Bible Study series is ideal for busy people who 
want to fit a comprehensive Bible study into their  
schedule.  
 
Groups of around 12 members will meet for a total of 24 
weeks. The first 12 - week session studies the Old Testa-
ment and the second 12 - week session studies the New Testament. Students will be required to read 3 to 5 
chapters per day prior to the weekly study sessions that will last 75 minutes each. 
 
Components for this study include:  your personal study guide; a brief, illustrated review video that enables 
participants to recall important facts and ideas; lively and engaging video presenters that offer insights into 
the current week’s session. Participants have the opportunity to take a spiritual gifts assessment and  
determine meaningful ways they can serve and live out their discipleship commitment. 
  
“Teaching this Bible study three different times in our Church was a spiritually uplifting and life-changing 
experience for me and the participants,” said Doug Friedli. “I’m praying that at least 12 more members of 
our congregation will agree to invest the time each day to get totally immersed in the Bible through this 
study.”  
[Article submitted by Doug Friedli] 
 

*A sign-up sheets will be placed in the Narthex on Sunday, August 7, 2022. PLEASE sign up 
early so we have a tentative number of how many to plan for.  

 
THE QR CODE is a new wonderful way to support our church giving. You simply scan the code with  

    your smart device and say yes to the browser. You will automatically be prompted to  
    the church’s online giving page on the church website where you can proceed with  
    where and how you want to give. In keeping with our ever changing  world amidst our 
    busy lives, this opportunity makes your vital support to your church more convenient 
    than ever before. For those of us who prefer the “old-fashioned” ways, those opportunities 
    Are always still available. Watch for the  Nebraska City FUMC QR code in the church  
     bulletins and newsletters. 
 

FUMC QR 
 Giving Code 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/dailydevotions


2022 Vacation Bible School Staff  
 

Chairwoman    Katey Hodges 
 
Tribe Leaders and Assistants  Stephanie Farmer, Cathy Smith, Mitchell Hodges, Chloe Hodges 
         
Music/Worship  Deb Orndorff 
 
Media   Wes Hunzeker 
 
Moses/Malachi  Howard Orndorff, Mason Otteman 
 
Fun/Games  John Hodges 
 
Israelite Camp  Kris Hunzeker, Carol Crook, Tory Lamkins 
Crafts/Snack 
 
Decorating  Kris Hunzeker, Carol Crook, Katey Hodges 
 
Registration  Mary Stevenson 
 
Photography Mary Stevenson 
 
Meals/Kitchen  United Methodist Men,  United Methodist Women  
 
Signage   Chris Adkins of Adkins Signs 
 
Publicity  Katey Hodges/ Mary Stevenson 
  

Thank you to everyone who has helped with the 2022 Vacation Bible School, Wilder-
ness Escape, Where God Guides & Provides. This project would not have been possible 
without the dedication of the above volunteers.  We had 24 children who participated 
in Vacation Bible School.   



Sunday  Monda y  Tues da y  Wedn es da y  Thursd ay  Frida y  Saturd ay  

 1 
 
Food Pantry - 3:00 

2 
Mary-Martha - 
11:15/
Valentino’s 

3 
 
See regular  
schedule 

4 
Esther’s  - 11:30/
El Portal 

 
Trustees - 7:00 

5 6 

7  
Communion  
Service 
 
See regular  
Schedule 

8  

 
See regular 
schedule 

9 See regular 

schedule 
 
Ministerial - 9:00 
 
 

10 See regular  

Schedule 
 
Bible Study - 6:30 
 
Finance - 7:30 

11  
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
. 

14  
 
See regular  
Schedule 

15 
See regular  
Schedule 
 
Food Pantry - 3:00 
 
Worship - 7:00  

16 
See regular 
schedule 
 
 

17 See regular  

Schedule 
 
Administrative 
Council - 7:30 
 
 

18 19 
Lincoln Food 
Bank - 12:00 @ 
Bethel 
 
 

20 
 

  

21 
See regular  
Schedule/ 
 
 
 

22 
See regular  
schedule 
 
 

23 
See regular 
schedule 
 

 

24  See regular  

Schedule/ 
 
Wed. Night  
Supper - 5:00 
 
Bible Study - 6:30 

25 
Newsletter  
Assembly - 
9:00  

 

26 
 
 

27 

28 
See regular  
Schedule/ 
 
 

29 
See regular  
Schedule 
 
 

30 
See regular 
schedule 

31 See regular  

Schedule 
 
 

 

 

           

Regular Monday Schedule 
6:00  Cub Scouts        7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 

 

Regular Wednesday Schedule 
8:30  Gentleman’s Coffee       
3:00  Mid-week service          
5:00  Wednesday Night Supper - (4th Wednesday) 

Website 
For a list of events, to print bulletins, newsletters, give online, or to watch our  

Sunday and Midweek Worship services, go to 
“http://nebraskacityfirstunitedmethodistchurch.org” 

Great Plains Conference Contact Information 
Missouri River District Superintendent:         Chad Anglemyer 
Administrative Assistant:   402-207-4502       Sarah Couillard 
Great Plains Area Bishop:  800-745-2350       Rev.  Ruben Saenz, Jr. 

Website:  https://www.greatplainsumc.org  

August  2022 
Regular Tuesday Schedule 
7:30  Coffee Fellowship  5:30  Belles 
7:00  Apple Corps        7:00  Alcoholics Anonymous 

Regular Sunday Schedule 
  8:45  Sonrise         9:00  Breakfast 
  9:45  Worship Team      10:00  Worship           
  6:30  Boy Scouts 



 

 

Like us on Facebook! 
Nebraskacityfirstunitedmethodistchurch-

www.nebraskacityfirstunitedmethodistchurch.org 
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     Pastor - Rev. Ever Vennah Mudambanuki - EMudambanuki@greatplainsumc.org 
     Lay Leader - Howard Orndorff               Administrative Assistant - Cathy Smith 
 Youth Leader - Melissa Turner            Finance Secretary - Sharon Lybarger 
 Treasurer - Carol Crook                    Assistant Finance Secretary - Angi Dixon 
 Media Staff - Howard Orndorff, Lou Varley, Wes Hunzeker    Education - Katey Hodges 
 Pianists  - Tammy Partsch, Luke Partsch         Adult Sunday School - Dean Thomson  
 Choir Director - Emily Roth                      Ministers - Everyone  
      Office email:  secretaryfumc@spiralfiber.com       Custodian - Trisha Adams 

 

Fall is just around the corner and the 
2022-2023 School year will be under 
way before we know it! First United 
Methodist Church Youth Sunday 
School will kick-off on the Sunday af-
ter Labor Day, September 11, 2022 at 
9:00 a.m. Our Sunday School class is 
offered for Pre-school through 6th 
grade. God is involved in all facets of 
our lives and cares about what appear to be the smallest of things. God especially cares for 
our children. Everyone needs to be plugged into God’s word and Sunday School is a place 
that children can learn about Knowing Christ and Making Christ Known. For more  
information, you may contact Katey Hodges, Education Chair, or call or email the church  
office. See you in September! 


